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Bachelor of Applied Arts in Media Studies:
Diploma in Creative Photography, Journalism or Public Relations
Guelph-Humber University

FALL 2009
MDST 1070

INSTRUCTOR NAME: Kate Schneider
PHONE NUMBER: TBA
FAX NUMBER: 416-798-2887
EMAIL (Guelph Humber): kate@kateschneider.net
OFFICE: GH408
OFFICE HOURS: By Appointment
PROGRAM HEAD: Ed Wright
EMAIL AND EXTENSION ed.wright@guelphhumber.ca x 6267
PROGRAM ADVISOR: Jael Richardson
EMAIL AND EXTENSION jael.richardson@guelphhumber.ca
GUELPH HUMBER WEBSITE: www.guelphhumber.ca

Course Title: Photography and Digital Imaging 
Pre-requisites: None
Co-requisites: None
Credits: 0.50
Course Website (If applicable): http://mdst1070.wordpress.com/

Calendar Description:

This course introduces students to the contexts necessary to understand the roles and purposes of
photography and their impact on the mass media. It examines the evolution of photography in its historical
context through to modern electronic image-making. Students combine practical photo-based projects with
the art and vocabulary of image-making, critiquing and photographic communication.

Course Objectives:

On completion of this course the student will be able to:

1. Understand the impact of contemporary and historic photography on western culture and
civilization.

2. Critique the aesthetics of the photographic image in terms of form, content and design.
3. Outline and debate the issues associated with image making.
4. Describe how camera controls affect image making.
5. Produce images under a variety of environmental conditions.
6. Analyze the impact of digital photography on mass media.
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7. Create images that reflect visual and intellectual concepts through artistic and practical exploration.
8. Analyze and outline basic lighting and exposure techniques for both digital and traditional

photography.
9. Set up and manipulate basic lighting and adjust exposure times for both digital and traditional

photography.
10. Outline basic composition and design elements in the photographic image and prepare examples.
11. Prepare digital images using various scanning devices.
12. Describe and operate the user interface tools and controls of digital imaging software.
13. Research the impact of digital and traditional image making on the media and society.

Course Materials:

Cameras: You will need to use some form of digital camera for this course, but having a digital SLR is not
necessary. Students with a focus in Creative Photography will need to purchase a digital SLR by the
second semester of their first year.

Course Schedule:

Week 1 Introduction to the course
September 10 Photoshop: Uploading images, Selections, Tools

Receive Light Assignment and Research Essay

Week 2 History of Photography: Birth of a medium.
September 17 Introduction to digital cameras

In-class Photoshop assignment.
BRING YOUR CAMERA TO CLASS.

Week 3 Photoshop: Colour theory, and correcting
September 24 In-class Photoshop assignment.

Week 4 History of photography: Nature and Landscape
October 1 Composition: How to look at and critique images

Critique: Light Assignment

Week 5 History of photography: Photojournalism
October 8 Photoshop: Digital vs. Analog, Masks, Cloning

In-class Photoshop assignment.

Week 6 Field Trip: WORLD PRESS PHOTO EXHIBIT
October 15 BRING YOUR CAMERA TO CLASS.

Receive Field Trip Assignment

Week 7 Photoshop: Working with RAW
October 22 In-class Photoshop assignment

Due: Research Essay

Week 8 History of photography: Fashion
October 29 Artificial lighting: the small system flash
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Week 9  History of photography: Portraiture
November 5 Critique: FIELD TRIP ASSIGNMENT

Receive Portrait Assignment

Week 10 History of photography: Contemporary Practices
November 12 Photoshop: TBA

Week 11 Composition: Editing
November 19 Photoshop: TBA

Receive Take Home Exam

Week  12 In-class work period
November  26 Due: Take Home Exam

Week 13 Critique: Portrait Assignment
December 3

Evaluation
Photoshop Assignments 10%
Research essay 15%
Field Trip Assignment 20%
Light Assignment 20%
Portrait Assignment 20%
Take-home Exam 15%

Total      100%

PLEASE NOTE:
All assignments are due at the beginning of the class. If you are late for class your grade will be considered
a day late. Each day an assignment is late will result in a decrease by one letter grade. Example: If your
project is one day late, but the project would otherwise be an A+ project; then your grade will be lowered to
an A. After two days the paper will drop to a. A-.

All in-class assignments are due at the end of class. If you are know you are sick and will miss a class with
an in-class assignment, then please EMAIL ME BEFORE CLASS.

Plagiarism is not tolerated and will result in an automatic failure. All work must be your own. You may not
use pre-existing images.  All photographs must be taken for the assignments. Old photos used for new
assignments will be given a grade of zero

Please feel free to email me if you have any questions or concerns. This syllabus is not final and is
subject to change.
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Academic Policies:

Important University of Guelph-Humber Academic Regulations

Academic Integrity / Academic Honesty

Academic misconduct is behaviour that erodes the basis of mutual trust on which scholarly exchanges
commonly rest, undermines the University's exercise of its responsibility to evaluate students' academic
achievements, or restricts the University's ability to accomplish its learning objectives.

The University takes a serious view of academic misconduct and will severely penalize students, faculty
and staff who are found guilty of offences associated with misappropriation of others' work,
misrepresentation of personal performance and fraud, improper access to scholarly resources, and
obstructing others in pursuit of their academic endeavours. In addition to this policy, the University has
adopted a number of policies that govern such offences, including the policies on Misconduct in Research
and Scholarship and the Student Rights and Responsibilities regulations. These policies will be strictly
enforced.

It is the responsibility of the University, its faculty, students and staff to be aware of what constitutes
academic misconduct and to do as much as possible through establishment and use of policies and
preventive procedures to limit the likelihood of offences occurring. Furthermore, individual members of the
University community have the specific responsibility of initiating appropriate action in all instances where
academic misconduct is believed to have taken place. This responsibility includes reporting such offences
when they occur and making one's disapproval of such behaviour obvious.

University of Guelph-Humber students have the responsibility of abiding by the University's policy on
academic misconduct regardless of their location of study; faculty, staff and students have the responsibility
of supporting an environment that discourages misconduct. Students should also be aware that if they find
their academic performance affected by medical, psychological or compassionate circumstances, they
should inform the appropriate individuals,(instructors, Program Advisor) and follow the available procedures
for academic consideration outlined in the University's calendar.

Students are encouraged to review the policy in the 2007-2008 Academic Calendar at:
http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/guelphhumber/current/c07/c07-amisconduct.shtml

Grading Procedures

Feedback to students on work completed or in progress is an integral part of teaching and learning in that it
allows students to measure their understanding of material and their progress toward achieving learning
objectives.  Feedback often goes beyond grading and should be an indication of the standard a student has
achieved and should to include comments on the particular strengths and weaknesses of a student’s
performance.  While the nature and frequency of such feedback will vary with the course, the University of
Guelph-Humber is committed to providing students with appropriate and timely feedback on their work.
Faculty members are urged to provide meaningful feedback (approximately 20% of the total course
evaluation is the standard), prior to the 40

th 

class day. This is the last day that students are permitted to drop
classes without incurring any academic penalties.

Missed Final Exams / Deferred Privileges
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When students do not write a required final examination, complete a final assignment, or complete a work
term report prior to the last class date, they must request Academic Consideration to be considered for a
deferred privilege.  When granted, a deferred privilege allows a student the opportunity to complete the
final course requirements after the end of the semester, but during established timelines.

Please note that faculty members do not grant deferred privileges.  Faculty can only grant academic
consideration for work that is due during the semester and cannot grant extensions beyond their deadline
for submission of final grades.

The nature of the deferred privilege may take the form of either a deferred condition or a deferred
examination.  The Admissions and Academic Review Sub-Committee grants deferred privileges on the
basis of medical, psychological or compassionate consideration. Please see your Admission and
Program advisor for details.

Accommodation Procedures

Students will identify themselves to Services for Students with Disabilities and, where required, provide
appropriate documentation of their need. Where appropriate, students will inform individual instructors of
their disabilities and academic accommodations required, by distributing the "SSD Memo to Faculty".

When students require test accommodations, they will:
• Remind instructors at least one week in advance of each test or as soon as possible, that they require

test accommodations
• Book the test date and time in the SSD office or make the appropriate arrangements to write in the Test

Centre at least one week in advance of each test, or as soon as possible.

Students with special needs are accommodated through Humber ITAL Services for Students with
Disabilities. Students should make themselves familiar with the policies relating to special accommodations
by visiting the website at: http://studentservices.humberc.on.ca/ssd/pnp/fac_resp.htm.

It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with the University’s policies and Academic Regulations.
These policies can be found at: http://www.guelphhumber.ca/cstudents/policies/index.shtml


